I agree that the scheme described is not ideal, as it uses aqueous solutions and does not test the actual sampling ofcapillary blood and its application to the test strip. This is acknowledged in the discussion. The main thrust of the paper was that, within the limitations of the methods used, a significant improvement in the quality of results was demonstrated over the period of the study.
Mr Pollard proposes a proficiency scoring for assessment of reliability of NPGT using dried filter paper blood spot analysis. However, in their paper! Pollard et al. acknowledge that II % of their filter paper samples were unsuitable for analysis. Also Clarke et a/.,2 in their paper on error grid analysis of self monitoring of blood glucose, stated that the clinical accuracy of delayed measurements of blood spot glucose is not identical to the accuracy of those measured immediately after collection.
So, whilst agreeing with Mr Pollard that our methods may underestimate the unreliability of NPGT, there is not a single method that has been unequivocally demonstrated to be without fault. It is, therefore, a matter of judgement which method is most suitable in a particular setting given the constraints of the resources available. 
Laparoscopic assisted vaginal hysterectomy versus abdominal hysterectomy
In their original article, \ Labib et al. have confirmed the obvious, that the laparoscopic assisted procedure causes less tissue damage than the abdominal procedure. They also intend to compare laparoscopic hysterectomy with traditional vaginal hysterectomy along similar lines. If, for the sake of argument, the findings in these studies show the contrary, that interleukin 6 (IL6) and c-reactive protein (CRP) are higher in the laparoscopic procedure, how this might affect its clinically proven reputation for being minimally invasive with less morbidity? A comparison of the postoperative inflammatory response to a single surgical procedure performed by various surgeons might prove more fruitful to future patients, as they may wish to choose the surgeon who has caused the least tissue damage as assessed by CRP and IL6 measurement! Researchers should be careful to choose projects that will solve practical or theoretical problems that they cannot answer using current knowledge or common sense. 1997; 34: 543-5 
